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Modern Syſtem of Farriery. 


HE unlimited approbation of an indul- 

gent public having ranked the Directory 
very high in general eſtimation, it would diſ- 
play an evident want of gratitude in the author 
not to render the work as perfect as a conſtant 
accumulation of experimental remarks will per- 
mit, and to farther increaſe its acknowledged 


utility, by the addition of every profeſional 


improvement that can in the leaſt tend to en- 
lighten a ſubject ſo eagerly inveſtigated even 
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by thoſe who formerly affected to neglect the 


ſuperintendance of both ffuds and fables, as 
matters too trifling for per/onal conſideration. 


Such indifference is no longer to be obſerved, 
or complained of, among the moſt opulent or 
faſhionable; for the wonderful avidity with 
which the numerous editions of the Stable 


Directory have been purchaſed in this, and 


repeatedly printed in a neighbouring king- 
dom, are demonſtrative proofs that the ſubject 


has acquired new % from ſuch publication, 


and that the medical and chirurgical parts of 
Farriery are immerging very rapidly from the 
rude and illiterate hands in which they were 
originally placed. 


Upon this flattering improvement the au- 
thor has to gratulate the public, as well as his 


own ſenſations, upon a ſeries of ſuch uninter- 


rupted ſucceſs; for the great purport of his 
publication may be conſidered in a certain de- 


gree gratified, when the firſt fortunes and abili- 


ties no longer ſilently and implicitly ſubmit the 
nobleſt and moſt valuable animal on earth to 
the 1gnorance and obſtinacy of every unen- 
lightened adventurer, but with a generous 
emulation 


„ 
emulation condeſcend to inveſtigate the origin 
of diſeaſe, and comprehend the rational method 
of cure. This palpable conviction has ariſen 
from the very great number of noblemen and 
gentlemen of the firſt eminence who have not 
only honoured the author with their confidence 
and correſpondence, upon the utility of his 
Directory, and the great efficacy of his Me- 


dicines, but called in his aſſiſtance upon caſes 


of the greateſt difficulty and danger, where a 
ſtrit attention to his inſtructions has been 
attended with the moft perfect ſucceſs. 


In a work of ſo much extent, involving ſuch 
variety, and aiming ſo much at general reform- 
ation, perfection, at firſt, was not, could not, 
be expected; conſtantly increaſing practice and 
experience, with inceſſant application and at- 
tention, muſt perpetually throw new lights 
upon many parts of the whole, and render per- 
fectly applicable the communication of ſuch 
remarks as may tend to make complete as poſ- 
ſible, a tract, in which the public at large 


have proved themſelves ſo immediately inte- 


reſted. | 
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Thus far by way of apology, for introducing 
under the appendage of a Supplement, what 
became in fact a matter indiſpenſable; for to 
its necegſity ſuch a combination of circumſtances 
bear powerful evidence, that it was no longer 
to be avoided : the /zzerary complaints of ſome, 
and anonymous expoſtulations of others, upon the 
ſubjects we proceed to treat, as well as the 
perfonal ſuperiatendance and aſſiſtance the au- 
thor has been required to give, in theſe very 
caſes, ſingular, alarming, and even fatal, where 
nature has been ridiculouſly checked, or obſti- 
nately oppoſed, render ſuperfluous any farther 
defence for its introduction. 


Although the ſubje& matter of this adaii7on 
is ſuppoſed to conſtitute a mere animadverſion 
upon lameneſs proceeding from thorn wounds, 
and punctured or lacerated tendons, yet there 
are variety of experimental obſervations (how- 
ever inferior, individually conſidered) that 
become equally neceſſary to our preſent deſign 
of rendering the work as nearly applicable as 
poſſible to the wants or wiſhes of ſo very nu- 
merous a body of readers. 


To 


E 

To juſtify, in a great meaſure, the mode of 
practice to be inculcated, and hereafter laid 
down; to counteract the malicious or pre- 
judiced remarks of the intereſted or d- ſſatisfied, 
as well as to eſtabliſh, upon an zncontrovertible 
bafis, the rational, proper, and ſucceſsful, me- 
thods of treatment, recent caſes in point will be 
quoted; and however improper it may be to 
introduce the names of characters tod eminent 
for ſuch publication, yet no kind of ſecrecy 
will be at all neceſſary reſpecting the parties, 
whenever thoſe ſubjects become the profeflional 
topics of converſation between the author and 


his friends. 


Such cafes will be likewiſe illuſtrated to de- 
monſtrate the conſiſtency, propriety, and ſac- 
ceſs, of modern practice, in oppolition to the 
antient ſyſtem, ſo repeatedly enlarged upon in 
the courſe of the work. A very great number 
of literary applications having been addreſſed 
to the author, from different parts of the king- 
dom, requiring a farther explanation upon 
many ſubjects, and a continuation of others, it 
is his earneſt deſire to elucidate every paſſage, 
ſo as to render it perfectly clear, and to de- 
icend to ſuch minutie, for the gratification of 
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inquirers, as did not appear ſo immediately 
neceſſary in the firſt formation of the Direc- 
tory. 


But the doubts of /ome, and the timidity 
(added to the inexperience) of others, having 
thrown difficulties in the way of the moſt 
ſimple operations, it becomes a duty incum- 
bent to obviate thoſe complaints, and leave in 
future (if poſſible) little room for oppoſition 
from the intereſted or diſſatisfied. 


Theſe obſervations are only made to prevent 
ſurpriſe at the occaſional introduction of ſome 
remarks in the courſe of this addition, that 
may, to the more experienced and enlightened 
reader, ſeem very much inferior to the magni 
tude of the ſubject, not conſidering how many 


there are whoſe infantile judgment muſt re- 


ceive every inſtruction from the pages before 


them. | 


Under the influence of this conſideration it 
becomes (particularly after the frequent oppo- 
fition from ſervants or grooms) perfectly appli- 
cable to introduce a few inſtructions upon the 


very ſimple act of neatly delivering a ball to the 
horle, 


(+9 -] 


horſe, without a fear of regurgitation ; a cir- 
cumſtance that very frequently happens to 
thoſe who are little acquainted with the proper 
mode of operation: and theſe directions will 
not (to many) appear ſo immediately neceſſary, 
unleſs I communicate what will hardly be 
thought poſeble, but by thole who know the 
circumſtance to be well authenticated, in my 


own neighbourhood, where it very lately oc- 
curred, | 


A valuable horſe, the property of Capt. 
W „having been under a courſe of the 
Pectoral Cordial Balls for a ſevere cold, eleven 
had been given without the leaſt difficulty; 
but in giving the tweltth and laſt of the courſe, 4 
the ſcrvant not perceiving the ball paſs the gul- I 

a 


let, erroneouſly conceived the ball was lodged 
in the throat, and (ridiculous as it may ſeem) 0 
abſolutely ſet moſt manfully to work with half 

a broom handle to diſlodge the ball, till he had 

ſo bruiſed and lacerated the ſurrounding parts, 

that a violent inflammation enſued, and it was | 
not till after the induſtrious efforts of a fort- A: 
night, that the poor animal could be pro- 1 
nounced out of danger from this new and very | 
extraordinary mode of operation. 
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inquirers, as did not appear ſo immediately 
neceſſary in the firſt formation of the Direc- 
tory. 


But the doubts of /ome, and the timidity 
(added to the inexperience) of others, having 
thrown difficulties in the way of the moſt 
ſimple operations, it becomes a duty incum- 
bent to obviate thoſe complaints, and leave in 
future (if poſſible) little room for oppoſition 
from the intereſted or diſſatisfied. 
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Theſe obſervations are only made to prevent 


ſurpriſe at the occaſional introduction of ſome 


remarks in the courſe of this addition, that 
may, to the more experienced and enlightened 
reader, ſeem very much inferior to the magni 
tude of the ſubject, not conſidering how many 


there are whoſe infantile judgment muſt re- 


ceive every inſiruction from the pages before 
them. 


Under the influence of this conſideration it 
becomes (particularly after the frequent oppo- 
fition from ſervants or grooms) perfectly appli- 
cable to introduce a few inſtructions upon the 
very ſimple act of neatly delivering a ball to the 

| horſe, 
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horſe, without a fear of regurgitation ; a cir- 
cumſtance that very frequently happens to 
thoſe who are little acquainted with the proper 
mode of operation: and theſe directions will 


not (to many) appear ſo immediately neceſſary, 


unleſs I communicate what will hardly be 
thought poſble, but by thoſe who know the 
circumſtance to be well authenticated, in my 


own neighbourhood, where it very lately oc- 
curred, 


A valuable horſe, the property of Capt. 
W „ having been under a courle of the 
Pectoral Cordial Balls for a ſevere cold, eleven 
had been given without the leaſt difficulty ; 
but in giving the twelfth and laſt of the courſe, 
the ſcrvant not perceiving the ball paſs the gul- 
let, erroneouſly conceived the ball was lodged 
in the throat, and (ridiculous as it may ſeem) 


abſolutely ſet moſt manfully to work with half 


a broom handle to diſlodge the ball, till he had 
ſo bruiſed and lacerated the ſurrounding parts, 
that a violent inflammation enſued, and it was 
not till after the induſtrious efforts of a fort- 
night, that the poor animal could be pro- 
nounced out of danger from this new and very 
extraordinary mode of operation. 
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To obviate ſuch trouble, and to render un- 
neceſſary the uſe of the farrier's favourite inſtru- 
ment, a balling iron,” (only calculated to 
increaſe the difficulty) I preſume to introduce 
fuch inſtructions for the adminiſtration of a ball 
as will enable the operator to deliver it with 
the greateſt eaſe to himſelf and ſafety to his 
patient. Firſt holding the ball in the 27 0. 
hand, longitudinally and equally ſurrounded by 
the fingers and thumb, let the % be inſinuated 
on the off fide of the mouth, when taking 


gently hold of the tongue, draw it ſteadily out 


between the tuſk and the grinders, then graſp- 
ing it with great firmneſs, introduce the right 
hand with the ball, and paſling it up with a 
proper degree of reſolution, to the higheſt poſ- 
ſible point, lodge it upon the root of the 
tongue, inſtantly puſhing it forward with your 
fingers, and withdrawing your hand, place it 
under his jaw, let looſe the tongue, and raiſe 
his head, where, holding it for a very ſhort 
ſpace, the ball is perceived to paſs without the 
leaſt difficulty; while on the contrary, a horle, 
either timid or refractory, is made much more 
ſo by the painful uſe of an iron that, from 
its very ſhape, appearance, and method of 
introduction, is evidently calculated to pro- 
mote 
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mote or increaſe the difficulty it was intended 
to prevent. 


Theſe particulars, trifling as they may ap- 
pear to thoſe expert in the practice, are never- 
theleſs more particularly neceſſary in the pre- 
ſent improving ſtate of medicine, where 
reformation is making ſuch rapid ſtrides, that 
the adventurous opinions of ruſtic farriers, and 
the dangerous compoſitions they provide, bid 
exceedingly fair to encounter a partial oblivion : 
and as numbers of the firſt ſporting eminence 
have publicly declared their unalterable deter- 
mination to commence and continue their ow 
farriers, ſuch directions cannot be too clearly 
explained or univerfally known, 


It will, previous to a continuation upon the 
ſubject, be perfectly in point to obſerve, it was 
not till after a very rapid fale of the third 
edition of the STABLE DIRECTORY, that I en- 


tertained the leaſt idea of preparing my moſt 


efficacious medicines for the accommodation of 
the public in general; and even then the 


thought occurred not more from the frequent 


ſupplies required by noblemen and gentlemen 
at remote diſtances, than an obſervation of great 
4. weight 
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weight, made by one of the moſt opulent 
ſporting characters in the kingdom. 


That having repeatedly purchaſed his 
Purging Balls ready prepared, he was eter- 
* nally perplexed and diſappointed: in their 
effects; ſome being exceedingly violent and 
dangerous, while others under the ſame name, 
* price, and deſcription, were ſcarcely per- 
* ceptible in the operation, and this fre- 
© quently happened in the ſame ſubject; a 
© contraſt ſo oppoſite, he could no way recon- 
© cile but by a ſuppoſition that ſo large a 
* quantity might be made together, as to render 
* impraQticable a regular incorporation of the 
ingredients. 


A remark ſo perfectly appoſite and appa- 
rently juſt, immediately determined me upon 
the perſonal preparation of my moſt powerful 
preſcriptions, under the ſeal and ſig nature of 


« TAPLIN'S GENUINE HORSE MEDICINEõ,“ 


as a counteraction to the adulteration ſo fully 
explained in the preface; and it is no ſmall 


recommendation to the undertaking, or grati- 


fication to the proprietor, that, from the firſt 
hour 


3 


hour of embarkation, amidſt the incredible 
conſumption in the metropolis, and almoſt 
every part of England, to the amount of many 
hundred dozens, not a ſingle complaint of the 
inefficacy of purgatives, pectorals, diuretics, or 
any of the whole liſt of his advertiſed medi- 
cines, has ever reached the author. On the 
contrary, innumerable congratulations upon 
their various good effects are conſtant in arrival; 
but as declarations bearing ſo much the appear- 
ance of faſhionable attachment to H intereſt, 
will not be univerſally believed, palpable proofs 
of their general utility, the applicable intro- 
duction of a few conciſe inſtances of their 
acknowledged efficacy, cannot be conſidered 
obſtruſive, when evidently and equally adapted 
to the promotion of public good. 


Before I proceed to the inveſtigation and 
proper treatment of thorn wounds, punctured 


or lacerated tendons, and their dreadful effects, 


it becomes abſolutely neceſſary I refer the reader 
to my concluſive remarks upon WINS DGALLS, 
in the claſs under that head, in the early part 
of the STABLE DIRECTORY, where it will be 
found how very emphatically I have repre- 
ſented the hazard, the danger (not to add the 


ay 
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folly) of attempting their cure by perforation, 
and endeavoured to inculcate, moft forcibly, the 
only probability of ſucceeding in the effort, by 
performing the operation with a ty, and 
the motion of elevation.” 


After ſuch cautions, ſo earneſtly urged, it iz 
ſtrange to relate, that within the circle of my 
own practice I have been required to give my 
aſſiſtance in 7wo caſes, where very fine and 
valuable horſes have been irretrievably loſt, and 
doomed to the hounds they had ſo nobly fol- 
lowed, by the raſh and imprudent officiouſneſs 
of two of the faculty, who preſuming moſt 
certainly more on their confidence than their 
judgment, facrificed to felf-conſequence and 
the deſtructive lancet, hunters of figure, faſhion, 
peed, and value, not to be exceeded in the 
kingdom, ſtrengthening by their imprudence, 
the obſervation of a celebrated writer, that 
* more have died by the improper ule of the 
* lancet than the point of the ſword.” 


To prevent in future (if poſſible) ſuch con- 
temptible efforts of profeſſional ſterility, to 
guard the unwary from becoming dupes to 


their own credulity, and the dangerous efforts 
| | of 
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of hazardous experiments, is much more the 
motive of inducement to recite ſuch caſes, than 
any promiſed expectation of permanent relief 
from the mode of treatment moſt applicable 
to the predominant ſymptoms of either, which 
will nevertheleſs be accurately explained. 
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PUNCTURED TEND ON. 


Id the month of Auguſt 1788, I was ap- | 4 

. 8 ki 
plied to by a character of the firſt eminence to M 
give my opinion upon one of the firſt hunters "oy i 
in England, for which he had been repeatedly "4. 
offered a hundred and twenty guineas, Upon 
my arrival I found the horſe labouring under 
the moſt excruciating and indeſcribable agony, 
totally unable to ſet his off hind foot to the 
ground, and from the higheſt poſſible con- 
dition, very much emaciated in a few days with 1 
the extremity of pain. Inveſtigating by in- , ob 
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quiry the cauſe of complaint, I was in- 
formed that a ſtudent in ſurgery, from one of 
the hoſpitals, had lately been upon a viſit to 
the family; he was frequently in the ſtables, 
and perceiving an enlargement juſt above the 
footlock joint, which denominating a windga!l, 
he diſplayed a great deſire to obliterate by per- 
foration. This being too kindly (too inadver- 
tently) permitted by the owner, he attempted 
the operation with @ common lancet, but with 
ſo little fortitude and ſucceſs, that in making 
his inciſion, the natural motion and rejecting 
effort of the animal, faſcinated the inexperi- 
enced operator in his firſt attempt, and de- 
prived him of his inſtrument (which was the 
next day found in the litter) but not till he had 
given a deſtructive proof of his inability, and 
afforded a moſt ſtriking corroboration of the 
remarks before alluded to in © The Directory, 
upon this unlucky mode of extirpation. 


Proceeding to minute inſpection, I found 
the whole joint and ſurrounding parts in the 
higheſt ſtate of tenſion and inflammation ; the 
orifice of the injury ſo very trifling as barely to 
admit the end of a probe, and ſo exceeding 


painful as not to bear the leaſt preſſure, but by 
much 


1 


much difficulty and perſeverance ; from every 


predominant ſymptom (and they were all equally 
violent) Icould not entertain a momentary doubt, 
but the extenſor tendon was as much punctured, 
lacerated, or divided, as the diminutive ſize of 
the inſtrument uſed, and the obſtructive mo- 
tion of the horſe would admit. This appa- 
rent fact I was induced to believe (by the 
ſeverity of pain, and almoſt uncommon vio- 
lence of ſymptoms), that the point of the lancet 
was broken off in the attempt, and retained in 
the wound: upon premiſing this fear to the 
groom, he aſſured me that was not the caſe; 
for the inſtrument was perfect when found. 
How that could be, after remaining under a 
horſe in his litter for twenty-four hours (as the 
lancet was not produced) will never be clearly 
reconciled to my own bh, who have ſo 
conſtantly ſuch an inſtrument in my hand. 


To return : finding the orifice (ſmall as it 
was) diſcharge, upon preſſure, a bloody ichor, 
or indigeſted ſanies, and the edges to have 
acquired a very rigid calloſity, I determined 
(that the digeſtion might not be a moment 
retarded, when ſufficiently ſuppurated for ſe- 
paration) to enlarge the orifice, by dividing the 

B integument 
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integument ſaßer ficially with the biſtory, to the 
length of an inch in the whole. 

I then proceeded to the immediate uſe of a 
fomentation, prepared exceedingly ſtrong from 
the various aromatic herbs, as roſemary and 
lavender blended with wormwoed and camo- 
mile, continuing to foment the whole limb, 
from above the hough downwards, with a 
large ſponge conſtantly impregnated with the 
decoction, hot as it could be applied, without 
injury, for at leaſt a quarter of an hour, then 
dreſſing with a pledget of very warm yellow 
digeſtive, covered the whole affefed part with 
a powerful ſuppurative poultice, and repeated 
the fomentation, dreſſing, and poultice, twice 
every day, till a tolerable diſcharge was pro- 
moted, which was not for fome conſiderable 
time; and even then, effected by increaſing the 
heat of the fomentation and the ſtrength of 
the poultice, as much as circumſtances would 
bear. 


The general intent of the treatment was in 
ſome degree anſwered ; for the pain was greatly 
mitigated (except in motion) and the diſcharge 
moderate, but ſo very lid, and of ſo cor- 

| 5 roſive 


(PP 
rofive a tendency, that it formed finu/es in every 


direction downwards, ſurraunding the bones to 
the different depths of two, three, or four 


inches. A ſeparation of parts in the preſent . 


complication was abſolutely impracticable, 
without rendering to a certainty the remedy 
worſe than the diſeaſe. Thus ſituated, no 
hope of cure could be entertained but by a 
reunion of the divided parts, to promote which, 
a conſtant ſyringing with detergents was 
adopted at every dreſſing, the wound was co- 
vercd with lint, plentifully impregnated with 
the ſtable digeſtive, as warm as could be ap- 
plied with ſafety, firſt inſinuating as much as 
poſſible within the orifice (in the manner of a 
tent), and covering all with a common poul- 
tice of bread, milk, and oil, as the beſt bed for 
ſo tender a part. 


By a perſeverance in this mode of treatment 
the ſinuſes were perfectly united from the bot- 
tom, and the wound completely healed (or 
cicatrized) in little more than a month from 
the time of my being called in, with no other 
externai inconvenience than a trifling enlarge- 
ment of the joint, and an apparent calloſity of 


the integument. But, as I had every reaſon to 


B 2 believe, 
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believe, from the firſt moment of inſpection, 
ſo it terminated in oppoſition to every humane 
endeavour of the owner; for, after a run of 
near twelve months, with no other perceptible 
advantage than a ſeeming relief from violent 
pain, and without the power of walking or 
uſing even gentle motion with the foot affected, 
an end was unavoidably put to his exiſtence, 
amply demonſtrating the danger of experi- 
ments, and the prudence of ſometimes 


« Bearing thoſe ills we have, 
« Rather than fly to others we know not of,” 


A caſe of the fame complexion, and produced 
by the very ſame means, will hereafter come 
under recital ; but, as its termination has been 
very different from the former, I ſhall intro- 
duce others in the way they occurred, 


After all that has been theoretically and 
practically advanced by different writers (in- 


cluding what has been ſaid upon the ſame 


ſubject in The Stable |. ireftory) it will, no 
doubt, afford the moſt ſingular ſatisfaction to 
many, that an opportunity has offered to intro- 
duce a ſucceſsful and well authenticated caſe 


of the Farcy, where a complete cure has been 


effected 


) 
effected by the rational ſyſtem already laid 


down, with no other variations but ſuch as 
temporary appearances rendered unavoidably 
neceſſary. 


A SUCCESSLEUT:: CAS 


O F 


THR FA KC-Y, 


In the month of September, 1788, I was 
called to one of the molt opulent characters in 
Windſor-Foreſt (reſiding in the neighbourhood 
of the caſe before-mentioned), who, having a 
blood mare labouring under a very ſevere and 
uncommon eruption, was told by his groom 
and ſtable attendants, that the diſeaſe in queſ- 
tion was the Farcy, for which 0 cure could be 
expected. 


Having conſulted every author in his library 
(and they were all there) who had written 
B 3 upon 
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upon the diſeaſes of horſes, he was pleaſed to 
ſay, he could diſcover no fatisfafto:y inveſti- 
* gation or explanation of the origin, no ſyſte- 
matic mode of treatment, or probability of 
cure, but in the Stable Directory; which had 
given him ſo perfect a repreſentation of FAR- 
RIERS' practice in general, that he was deter- 


A 


A 


A 


mined to entruſt no caſe of conſequence to 
their management, and enjoined me to, un- 
dertake the ſuperintendance.“ I found, ypon 
inquiry, the mare had been bled in an early 
ſtage of the appearance; but, the owner being 
a long time abſent from home, the mare had 
been continued at full feed, and no medicinal 


ſtep taken to reſtrain or counteract the progreſs 
of deiſaſe. 


A 


That JI might the better aſcertain the preſent 
ſtate of the blood, I ordered three pints to be 
taken away, which, almoſt immediately aftcr 
its extravaſation, formed a rigid coagulum, 
producing upon the ſurface a coat of fize more 
than two inches thick, ſo very viſcid that a 
pen-knife, exceedingly ſharp, barely effected 
its ſeparation, the craſſamentum uncommonly 
livid and adheſive, denoting a great degree of 
inflammation, 
This 


„ 

This was the exact ſtate I had reaſon to be- 
lieve I ſhould find it in, from every external 
appearance and examination ; for upon taking 
off the pellicle from any particular puſtule, I 
obſerved the diſcharge to be of glutinous con- 
ſiſtence, putrid and offenſive, very different 
from what we ſometimes find an acrimonious 
ichor. As a preparatory ſtep to the introduc- 


tion of medicine, I inſtantly altered the regimen 


to warm maſhes three times a day, with hay in 
ſmall quantities, and one ounce of nitre diſ- 
ſolved in both the morning and evening por- 
tions of water, making two ounces for every 
twenty-four hours ; during this mode of com- 
mencement, I perceived the off leg behind to 
ſwell fo rapidly, from the footlock joint to the 
ſtifle, and throw out ſuch a general fulneſs, 
particularly on the inſide the thigh, that I could 
not entertain a momentary doubt but a critical 
formation of matter would inevitably take 
place. To promote which, with all poflible 
expedition, I increaſed the ſupport, by ſub- 
ſtituting plenty of corn for the maſhes, and 
called in the additional aid of ſtrong and fre- 
quent fomentations, hot as could be uſed with- 
out injury (with two large pieces of- ſponge 

5 4 alternately) 
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alternately) for the threatened ſuppuration was 
too extenſive to admit the application of poul- 
tices by any bandage that could be invented. 
This crifis was evidently an effort of nature in 
our favour, and a few days afforded great pro- 
bability of ſucceſs, for two ſmall apertures ap- 
pearing on the inſide of the thigh, at about 
three inches diſtance (from which flowed 
matter of the conſiſtence before deſcribed), 
and the probe paſſing directly through 'both, 
forming a complete finus, I made an entire 
ſeparation with the biſtory, and obtained a diſ- 
charge almoſt incredible, I perſevered in my 
fomentation and dreſſed with warm digeſtive; 
but at the ſecond drefling I diſcovered dtep 
ſeated ſinuſes forming in different direction,, 
and ſurrounding the hough joints where no 
ſharp pointed inſtruments could be infinuated 
without danger. In the next four-and-twenty 
hours another wound appeared on rather the 
fore part of the infide of the joint, directly 
upon the flexor tendon, bearing all the marks 
of virulence and inveteracy, continuing to 
throw out ſuch ſucceſſions of fungous as not 
to be conceived by thoſe unacquainted with the 
practice, 


In 


n 

In this predicament followed a ſecond ſtrug- 
gle for ſuperiority between the natural anxiety 
and impatience of the employer, and the judg- 
ment and reputation of the employed; the 
former repeatedly dooming the patient to the 
king's kennel at Aſcot, the latter as conſtantly 
imploring her reſpite; which having with much 
difficulty finally obtained, I immediately form- 
ed my medical arrangement, and proceeded 
without variation or interrrption in the follow- 
ing way, — Having two days before begun a 
courſe of my (advertiſed) alterative powders, 
in the morning and evening feeds of corn, 
(firſt ſprinkled with water to inſure their ad- 
heſion and conſumption) I now added an 
ounce oi Peruvian bark in powder to be given 
twice every day, in three quarters of a pint of 
thin gruel, repeating the ounce of nitre in the 


water, night and morning, without intermiſ- 
ſion. 


I adopted this plan upon a perfect confi- 
dence, that ſuch ſyſtem would effe& all that 
could be expected from medicines internally ; 
then directing my attention to the complicated 
wounds and ſinuſes (that in fact bore a deſpe- 
rate aſpect), my great hope and expectation 

conſiſted 
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conſiſted in correcting the morbid matter, and 
ſupporting nature ; as neither ſtrength or ap- 
petite ſcemed yet to fail, nor had conſtant pain 


vifibly diſtreſſed the patient, or reduced the 
frame. 


The almoſt unprecedented growth of fun- 
gous bidding defiance to every conſiſtent cor- 
roſive, cauſtic, or eſcharotic, J had no alterna- 
tive to effect my purpoſe but the edge of the 
knife; to this never failing reſource I daily 
applied for extirpaticn, repeating the ſuperfi- 
cial ſcarifications lon zitudiaally and tranverſely, 
ſo as not only to. excite plentiful diſcharges of 
grumous inflammatory blood, but to diſunite 
and deftroy the very foundation of this obſtruc- 
tion to cure. After theſe fcarifications the 
wounds were dreſſed with the precipitate oint- 
ment, and covered with warm digeſtive, a 
mode of treatment that ſoon gave the whole 


a very healthy appearance, and promiſed gra- 
dual improvement, 


As I have before obſerved, the ſinuſes were 
ſo fituated amidſt the muſcular and ligamen- 
tary parts, that inſtrumental ſeparation was 
not only dangerous but impoſſible; a cure 

- could 
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could thereſore only be obtained by a perſeve- 
rance in the mode of treatment beſt adapted 
to the exigency of diſeaſe. Availing myſelf 
of experimental obſervation, I continued to 
cleanſe them thoroughly at every dreſſing with 
the injection of tincture of myrrh (by means 
of a long necked ivory ſyringe), the beſt bal- 
Jamic detergent for foul wounds, inveterate ul- 
cers, or deep ſeated ſinuſes, I have been able 
to diſcover in the whole claſs of externals, 
during a long and attentive practice. 


Proceeding regularly in this track, with a 
punctual adminiſtration of the internal medi- 
eines before recited, and the external applica- 
tions ſo minutely deſcribed, the mare, 1n 
little more than ſix weeks, was completely 
cured, perfectly free from every appearance of 
eruption, lameneſs, or diſeaſe, and is now in foal 
by a celebrated Arabian of the royal ſtud. 


To thoſe who may wiſh to have farther ani- 
madverſion upon the diſtinct and acting pro- 
perties of the medicines internally applied, I 
can only obſerve, ſuch explanation would very 
far exceed the limits originally preſcribed for 
the extent of this addition; it muſt therefore 

| ſuffice 
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ſuffice to ſay, if I had formed a hope of reduc- 
ing inflammation, correcting acrimony, and reſcu- 
ing the whole maſs of blood from an inveterate 
and dangerous ſtate of morbidity, by the uſe of 
the a/terative powwders, bark, and nitre, I muſt 
conſider myſelf exceedingly fortunate, that 
they completed in confunction, what, perhaps, 


might never have been effected by any part of 
the whole. 
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LIGAMENTARY LAMENESS. 
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Tur former caſe was ſucceeded by a ſevere 
ligamentary lameneſs in the carriage horſe oi 
a gentleman, within three miles of my own 
reſidence, that had ſuſtained conſiderable in- 
jury in the articulation of the Hi joint, by a 
violent fall, in ſuddenly flipping up when wan- 


tonly exerting himſelf (at liberty) with bis 
companion 
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companion returning from paſture; the lame- 
neſs was ſo very ſevere that it was with the 
greateſt difficulty he could draw the near hind 
leg after him, and felt great perceptible pain 
in being obliged to move it forward, which he 
did with palpable reluctance, not bearing the 
leaſt weight upon it, or hardly permitting it 
to touch the ground. 


In four days after the accident I was re- 
| quired to give my alliſtance, and found, by 
the external appearance, that the article called 
opogeldoc had been very plentifully uſed, till 
the ſoap it contained had fo caked and accu- 
mulated upon the ſurface, (cementing the hair 
into ſuch a ſolid maſs) as to render the pene- 
tration of any ſpirituous application abſolutely 
impoſſible. This fact I clearly demonſtrated 
to the owner, and was not at all ſurpriſed to 
hear he had reaped no advantage from his in- 
duſtrious application, 


It was unavoidably neceſſary to adopt a very 
different mode of proceeding ; I therefore re- 
commended the immediate and frequent uſe 
(three times a day) of a ſtrong and hot fomen- 


tation with a ſporge, as before directed, not 


only 


4-30. 3 


only to thoroughly cleanſe the ſurrounding 
parts from the /aponaceous obſtruction of corro- 
borants, but to take off the ſtricture from the 
part, and relax the porous ſyſtem, preparatory 
to the rubbing in of the following ſtimulants, 
that their penetrative properties might obtain 
the readier powers of action upon the internal 
parts affected, 


After the uſe of the fomentation for full 
ten minutes, I ordered half a gill (two ounces) 
of camphorated ſpirits to be gradually rubbed 
over the whole, immediately following it up 
with the ſame quantity of my advertiſed “ n- 
brocation for lameneſs or ſtrains,” rubbing it 
in with ſuch degree of perſeverance, as to leave 
no doubt of its penetration, and to let theſe be 
repeated after each time of ufing the fomen- 
tation. 


Having ſuperintended this ceremony at the 
firſt operation, I ,was requeſted to give my 
opinion, © how long I imagined it might be 
before the horſe would be able to bear his 
(poſt chaiſe) part of a journey to Southamp- 
ton, which the family was under promile to 


make?” — To which I undoubtedly replied, 
| the 


1 

the taſk of deciſion was too arduous to under- 
take, but in leſs than a month or ſix weeks 
was not to be expected. On the fourth day, 
however, the ſervant was diſpatched for a ſup- 
ply of camphorated ſpirits, and another bottle 
of the embrocation, with information from his 
maſter, that © the horſe was mending ſur- 
prifingly.” In a few days after, having a pro- 
feſſional journey to the ſame neighbourhood, 
I made inquiry a matter of convenience, and 
found at the houſe, that the horſe had {ſet out 
upon his journey, with the family, in about ten 
days after my being called in, from whence he 
returned as perfectly ſound as before the ac- 
cident. 


From the circumſtances of this caſe (amidſt 
many others), I am induced to bring forward 
an obſervation I have repeatedly made upon 
the uſe of oodeldoc in animals, where its moſt 
eflential parts cannot come into immediate 
contact with the ikin, as is evidently the ſtate 
of the caſe with horſes, cattle, dogs, &c. where 
the hair, in greater or leſs quantities, upon the 
integument, ſo entirely abſorb the ſoap in the 
firſt operation of rubbing, as to form an adhæ- 
five obſtruction to porous admiſſion, and a 


conſequent 
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conſequent rejection of the more penetrative 
ingredients in every future application. And 
I cannot indulge the ſhadow of doubt, but thoſe 
who have tried the experiment, or made the 
obſervation, will eaſily recollect the /aponaceous 
maſs and obſtruction upon the ſurface I have 
endeavoured to explain. Under this convic- 
tion (and the beſt of conviction, incontroverti- 
ble experience) I will venture to affirm, how- 
ever applicable and uſeful it may be univer- 
ſally acknowledged for various complaints of 
the human frame, I ſhall never ſubſcribe to 
any pre-eminence of efficacy in its application 
to quadrupeds. 


CASE 
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P unttured or Lacerateu Tendon. 


In the month of November 1789, I re- 
ceived a letter of ſolicitation from a gentle- 
man very high in a certain royal eſtabliſh- 
ment, requeſting my immediate attendance in 
London to give my opinion upon a horſe that, 
from a mere ſuperficial defect, and complicated 
experiments, was rendered a perfect cripple, 
without hope or expectation of cure. In ſuch Why 
predicament, it became a determined deciſion 7 1 
with the proprietor, that my perſonal inveſti- 
gation ſhould conclude the ſcene of anxiety, 
by dooming the ſubject to 7mmedrate death, or 


producing a plauſible ray of hope for his reco- 
very. | | 


Upon my arrival in Town, and introduction 
to the owner, I received information, that 
about three months before, a kind of flatulent 

C or 
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or fluctuating tumour appeared upon the inſide 
of the near hough, diſplaying great tenderneſs 
upon preſſure and conſiderable pain in action; 
notwithſtanding which, it was obſerved to 
vary ſo much in effect, as to be productive of. 
lameneſs at one time and not at another. 
Theſe circumſtances were communicated by 
the groom to his maſter, and by him in caſual 
converſation to one of the faculty, a ſurgeon 
of no {mall eminence, who kindly offering his 
aſſiſtance, a chirurgical inſpection took place, 
which terminated in the daily application of 
different poultices to promote ſuppuration; 
theſe were continued till the joint opinion of 
ſurgeon and groom pronounced the matter 
& perfectly ripe” for expulſion. Under ſuch 
conſultation, in the abſence of the owner, the 
inciſion was unluckily made, and ſtill more un- 
luckily immediately upon the flexor tendon, 
and directly upon the part where it lay neareſt 


the ſurface, To the diſappointment in this 


operation, ſucceeded diſtruſts, diſcontent, and 


cavillings, between the projectors; for no mat- 


ter, no /anzes, digeſted or indigeſted, following 
the inſtrument of ſeparation, mutual confter- 
nation enſued, and language little ſhort of 
re proach prevailed with either party. This 

contrariety 


ARE 
contrariety of opinion (ſomething ſimilar to the 
frequent oppoſition between doctor and nurſe) 
ſoon effected the entire abdication of the ſupe- 


rior, and left the groom to an uninterrupted 
exertion of his own judgment and medical abi- 


lities. To prove the extent of which, he pre- 


pared an artificial probe, and continued its con- 
ſtant introduction, for two inches or more, 
directly upon be tendon, thereby abrading and 
rendering more irritable a part already injured, 
and conſequently ſuſceptible of additional pain 
upon every erroneous application. His maſter 
was (till abſent (in a diſtant part of the king- 
dom) and the caſe became every day more 
alarming, not only in its conſtantly increaſing 
enlargement of the joint, but perpetual and 
inceſſant pain, from which he had no relief, 
Nature had, in oppoſition to the interpoſitions 
of art, cloſed the orifice and healed the wound ; 
notwithſtanding which, the lameneſs was 
greater than before. This was matter of ad- 
ditional perplexity to the /c:entrfic ſuperinten- 
dent, who was now convinced nothing but a 
practice entirely new could ſucceed. 


The better to eſtabliſh which (upon a vulgar 
and generally received opimion, that mercury is a 
C 2 ſpecific 


(30 


ſpecific for every ill) he procured a pot of 
ftrong mercurial ointment, and perſevered in its 
conſtant uſe by friction, till finding every 
effort to ſucceed abortive, he ob/iquely courted 
the examination and advice of a popular farrier, 
ſtanding vcry high in public eſtimation, whoſe 
ſublimity of explanation certainly entitles him 
to general confidence. 


He moſt ſagaciouſly diſcovered and obſerved, 
© a vein was 4%, which could only be reco- 
vered by the application of a frong bliſter. 
However ſtrange or ridiculous a propoſed te- 
medy, fo violent and extraordinary; may ap- 

pear to the judicious or experienced reader, it 

| met no oppoſition from the party concerned ; 
for, coming from the high ſounding authority 
of ſo much eminence, it was haſtily procured, 
and as raſbiy applied. I doubt not its effects 
may be much better conceived than deſcribed ; 
external fire upon internal contraction could 
but add to the excruciating pain, or rather 
wanton perſecution, of a ſubject ſuffering under 
ſuch a ſucceſſion of cruel and inconfiderate 
experiments, 


This 
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This account having been given me in 
recital, as well as the preſent ſtate of the horſe, 
J could not entertain a doubt of the flexor ten- 
dons being punctured by the original operator, 
or lacerated by his ſucceſſor, in the dazly prob- 
ings that were to effect ſo expeditious a cure. 
Proceeding, however, to the ſtables, I found 
the patient upon three legs, in a ſtall barely five 
feet wide, in a {late of the greateſt agony ; his 
leg in an almoſt conſtant contractive motion, 
abſolutely groaning with the extremity of pain, 
the whole limb perceptibly waſted, the frame 
emaciated, the joint much enlarged, the cica- 
trix exceedingly tender, bearing no preſſure 
upon the tendon, and an uncommon ſtricture 
upon the ſurrounding parts, wherever the 
bliſter had taken effect; and, to render the bu- 
ſineſs of inquiry complete, I found circum- 
ſtances had varied very little for near two 
months, but that ſymptoms had contiaued 
nearly in the ſame ſtate, 


Every action, every predominant trait tend- 
ing to corroborate my firit opinion upon the 
caſe, I could not heſitate a moment to pro- 
nounce, that whatever had been the origin of 
the ſimple tumour (perhaps a b/w that had, 

C2 however, 
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however, never been aſcertained), the cauſe of 
the preſent diſtreſſing ſcene was abſolutely and 
beyond all poſſibility of doubt or contradiction, 
a puncture or laceration of the tendon, 


Obſcured as the caſe was, by what is too 
much the practice, complicated opinions and 
various experiments, in addition to the length 
of time ſince the injury had been ſuſtained, 
great or ſanguine hope of ſucceſs was not to be 
entertained, I nevertheleſs obſerved, if the 
owner Wiſhed to adopt ſuch ſyſtem as alone 
ſeemed calculated to alleviate ſymptoms and 
afford relief, giving the whole a fair and per- 
ſevering trial of three weeks or a month, with- 
out any perceptible advantage, I ſhould then 
(however dilagreeable the office muſt be) cer- 
tainly not heſitate to adviſe the propriety of 
pailing the only ſentence that could extricate 
the ſubject from a life of extreme pain and 
perpetual miſery. 


My propoſal having been inſtantly and moſt 
cheerfully acquieſced in by the great humanity 
and anxious with for preſervation in the owner, 
I ordered, without delay, a coach-houſe, or 
open ſtable to be procured (which was very 

| 3 luckily 
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luckily obtained in the ſame yard) and covered 
with litter, for his immediate reception, a par- 
cel of hay being ſuſpended at each end, to 
excite his alternate motion from one end to the 
other when either bundle was conſumed. 


Ingredients were directly procured for the 
following decoction ; 


Taxe roſemary leaves, Roman wormwood, 
lavender flowers, marſhmallow leaves, and ca- 
momile flowers, of each four ounces; boil in 
ten quarts of water till reduced to eight, then 
ſtrain, 


The whole limb was then fomented (with 
two large pieces of ſponge alternately, as hot as 
the decoction could be brought into uſe with- 
out danger) from the very ſtifle to the footlock 


joint, continuing it for a quarter of an hour af 


leaſt, each time of uſing the fomentation, and 
repeating it three times a day at equal diſ- 
tances of time, rubbing in after every opera- 
tion, upon the hough joint and neighbouring 
parts, a two ounce phial full of the following 
anodyne ſolution : 
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- Take ſpirits of wine - one pint, 
camphire - - an ounce and a half, 
opium - - two drachms. 


The camphire and opium were reduced to 
ſmall pieces, then frequently ſhaken in the 
ſpirits till diffolved, and cloſe ſtopped for uſe. 


That no part of my plan might be omitted, 
tending in the leaſt to promote a poſſibility of 
ſucceſs, 1 continued in town a day extraordi- 
nary, to ſuperintend the commencement and 
regulate the proceeding ; was preſent during 
the firſt operation, leaving him at full liberty 
in the looſe ſtable I had recommended (as the 
firſt probable ſtep to improvement), not with- 
out ſome degree of hope, upon ſeeing him en- 
Joy a ſeeming temporary ſuſpenſion from pain, 
during the warmth of the fomentation, which 
he abſolutely leaned to, and courted the appli- 
cation of, in a very particular manner. 


From theſe applications (however well 
adapted to predominant ſymptoms and the exi- 
gency of the caſe) infallible enpectations could 
not be formed; nevertheleſs, T had experimental 
reaſon and conviction to believe the properly 

regulated 


of | 


regulated heat, and frequency of the fomen 
tation, might not only gradually reduce the 
rigid calloſity of the integument and ſtricture 
upon the part where the bliſter had been ap- 
plied, but alſo relax the porous ſyſtem, giving 
admiſſion to the anodyne for the reduction of 
irritability, and the corroborants to excite a 


degree of warmth and ſtimulus upon the inter- 
nal parts, 


However well founded any doubts of cure 
might have been, from the combined ſeveri- 
ties of the caſe, I was moſt agreeably deceived 
in the ſuſpicious opinion I had formed ; for 
little more than a fortnight brought me a letter 
of information, that every diſtreſſing ſymptom 
was alleviated ; the horſe fed well, and ſeemed 
almoſt free from pain; the ſtricture upon the 
joint was greatly ſubdued, and the local en- 
largement promiſed gradual reduction. A 
- ſecond account followed the fir in a few days, 
from which it appeared, the horſe lay down 
and got up with little difficulty, put his foot to 
the ground, bore a great part of the propor- 
tional weight upon it in motion, and even 
walked ſeveral ſteps in ſucceſſion without halt- 

ing. Theſe encouraging appearances power= 
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fully dictated an unremitting perſeverance in 
the mode of treatment already deſcribed, with- 
out the moſt trifling variation, which has ſuc- 
ceeded ſo well, that a letter now lies before 
me from the owner, wherein he fays, © The 
5 horſe has been walked out twice, when he 
did not appear the leaſt lame, and I hope he 
* will be ſoon enabled to take his Journey to 
* Wokingham, there to profit by the winter's 
run you have kindly provided for him. I 
* am very glad to hear oi the Supplement you 
mention, and hope ſoon to ſee it publiſhed, 
I think the cure of :vy own horſe an uncom- 
mon ane. 


As the introduction and illuſtration of caſes 
may not be perfectly applicable to the expec- 
tation of thoſe who wiſh to mcet little more 
than a dictatorial arrangement of preſcriptive 
matter, it will be perfectly in point, not only 
to explain their utility, but the cauſe of com- 
munication tor general inſpection. 


The public having fo extenſively honoured 
the Stable Directory with ſuch decided appro- 
bation, even in the infancy of its appearance, 
ang before its theory could have been univerſally 

reduced 
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reduced to practice, it muſt afford the higheſt 


gratification in return, to receive corroborating 
and well authenticated proofs of the conſiſtency 
of its reformation, and that the confidence ſo ge- 
nerouſly placed in the medical inſtructions, has 
ſuffered no proſtitution or diſgrace, amidſt 
their numerous trials and critical inveſtigations. 
However liberal the candid and impartial part 
of the world may have been in their encomi- 
ums upon the original work (or congratu- 
lations to the author), its contents could only 
appear to the public as mere matter of conjec- 
ture (upon the propriety of which every 
reader had a ſubſtantial reaſon to entertain 
doubts), till ſuch doubts were removed by a 
repetition of ſucceſs, and a palpable confirm- 
ation of the acknowledged utility of improve- 
ment 1n practice. 


Naturally reverting to one or another of the 
caſes already recited, it muſt be perfectly appo- 


ſite to repeat the abſurdity, the wonderful in- 


conſiſtency, of ſubmitting the management of 
valuable (or indeed any) horſes, to the ſtrange 
and inconſiderate experiments of thoſe who 
have no one qualification but their unbounded 

confidence 
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confidence (or rather impudence) to recom- 
mend them, or juſtify the dreadful havuck 
they conſtantly make among this moſt uſeful 
part of the creation, if we may be fairly allowed 
to decide, by the great numbers annually 
doomed to death, in the penury and credulity 
of one claſs, or the invincible obſtinacy and 
ignorance of the other. 


The penury and credulity I allude to (and 
whic' cannot be too often or emphatically re- 
peated), is that kind of ſaving knowledge in 
the employer, inevitably productive of a double 
deception ; for (willout beſtowing even a remote 
thought upon the defective abilities of the em- 
ployed) his imagination outſtripping reflection, 
rapidly reaches an ideal cure at the leaſt expenſe, 
totally forgetting that ſelf-preſervation is a 
concomitant to low cunning, and conſequently 
more is laviſhed upon the ignorant, obſtinate, 
confident, or neceſſitous, for the promotion of 
miſchief and danger, than would amply com- 
penſate the enlightened practitioner for his 
afliſtance in all caſes of emergency. Nume- 
rous facts might be adduced to demonſtrate 
the truth of theſe aſſertions (notwithſtanding 

the 
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the cautions ſo repeatedly adyanced in different 


parts of the Directory), ſome of which may 
perhaps appear hereafter, | 


It becomes, however, immediately appli- 
cable to obſerve (even here) how very much 
depends, in all caſes of difficulty and danger, 
upon drawing that nice and critical line of dif- 
tinction in the mode of treatment conſtituting 
right or wrong, conſequently deſtruction or 
cure. Notwithſtanding the palpable neceſſity 
for ſuch accurate inveſtigation, time and obſer- 
vation daily demonſtrate, in a variety of caſes, 
the number of deaths that frequently happen, 
where it is abſolutely natural to ſuppole the 
parties called in to relieve, had come with a 
fixed determination to deſtroy ; juſtifying this 
idea by the many, who, not paying the leaſt 
attention to Nature, or her indications, the 
origin, cauſe, or ſymptoms, of diſeaſe, proceed 
to their predetermined applications (whether 
internals or externals) with no emulation to 
?nſpire, no reputation to 4%, no refined ſen- 
ſations to ten, conſequently no anxious deſire 
to prompt a ſpeedy alleviation of pain, or mi- 
tigation of ſufferings in the animal, unluckily 

deſtined 
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deſtined to undergo a repetition of raſh, cruel, 
and inconſiderate experiments. 


Jo corroborate the juſtice of this remark, is 
it at all neceſſary to go farther in retroſpection 
than the laſt caſe recited ?!=Can any rational 
practitioner, whoſe conduct is regulated by 
integrity; and a proper attention to the indi- 
cations of Nature, come forward and explain, 
what could be expected from the repeated ap- 
plication of frong mercurial ointment by one 
operator, or the meaning of a loſt vein, and 


* its intentional recovery by the uſe of a ſtrong 
«* bliſter,” in the other? 


Whatever may have been the intent or ex- 
pectation of either, the event has fully proved 
the fats ſo repeatedly urged beyond the power 
of contradiction; ſuch unmeaning efforts of 
ſterility can only be the combined effects of 
vanity and preſumptuous impudence in the firſt, 
profeſſional ignorance, or the moſt unlimited 
confidence and deception in the latter, 


Out of theſe conſiderations will ariſe convic- 
tion to ſuch as do me the honour of attentive 
peruſal, 
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peruſal, that the major part of ſuch pretenders 
te patronage merely poſſeſs abilities ſufficient 
to proceed in their invariable ſyſtem of impo- 
ſition, with views very little beyond a conſtant 
and ſucceſsful depredation upon the property 


of thoſe who unfortunately require their aſſiſt- 
ance. 


During the ſuperintendance of the caſes be- 
fore recited, many of inferior conſequence, but 
equally ſucceſsful, intervened. A gentleman 
of the firſt popular eminence in Surry, commu- 
nicated a complete cure of the greaſe in one of 
his carriage horſes by the ſtrong diuretic balls, 
and a ſubſequent courſe of alteratives, after pay- 
ing a tedious and implicit obedience to the dic- 
tates of a neighbouring farrier, without the 
leaſt proſpect of ſucceſs. —Five inſtances have 
occurred in my own neighbourhood (excluſive 
of diſtant communications) where horſes have 
been almoſt inſtantaneouſly relieved from the 
excruciating pain of cholic and fret, by the 
preſcribed balls, after failure of the different 
farriers potations, moſt powerfully impregnated 
with their favourite ſpecific, gin and pepper, to 
which miſtaken remedy, and obſtinate attach- 
ment, I have known many fall victims, where 
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the inflammation has been by theſe means pro- 


moted, and nature too much exhauſted to adà 
mit the leaſt relief. 


THORN WOUNDS. 


NoTwiTHSTANDING the general explana- 
tion of the different kinds of wounds, and their 
diſtin&t modes of treatment, ſo fully enlarged 
on, under proper heads, in the Stable Direc- 
tory, there is a certain claſs not particularly 
noticed, that from their ſeverity bear ſo great 

an affinity to caſes of punctured tendons, as to 
| become (at the requeſt of many reſpectable 


_ correſpondents) the immediate ſubject of ani- 
madverſion, 


The inflammation, tenſion, pain, ſuppu- 
ration, and wounds, frequently arifing from 
injuries ſuſtained by thorns, nails, ſtubs, or 
other pointed ſubſtances equally prejudicial, 
are univerſally known to become not only ex- 
ceedingly 
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ceedingly troubleſome, but often productive of 
great danger. The penetration of ſuch can 
very ſeldom take place without the probability 
of diſagreeable or alarming conſequence ; if in 
the fore part of either leg, the perioſteum, liga- 
mentary parts, or articulation of the knee and 
and footlock joints, may be ſeverely affected; if 
the back part of either, the tendon, by being 
punctured or lacerated, may receive irreparable 
injury. From theſe various chances, it is not 
at all ſurprizing that lameneſs, originating in 
cauſes fo trifling in their early appearance, 
ſhould frequently prove fo truly diſtreſſing in 
the event; for it is well known but few of 
theſe accidents occur without terminating in 
ſuppuration and its tedious effects: and there 
can be no doubt but very many of thoſe hap- 
pen, from want of proper attention to circum- 
ſtances, immediately after diſcovery of the in- 
jury ſuſtained. 


Punctures from thorns, in general, are con- 
ſidered merely as a temporary or ſuperficial 
inconvenience, upon ſuppoſition that the inte- 
gument 1s alone affected, without the leaſt refe- 
rence to parts more immediately and materially 


concerned. From ſuch miſconception and 
D error 
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error in judgment ariſe the diſappointments 
that ſo frequently enſue in unexpected form- 


ations of matter, ligamentary lameneſs, or ten- 
dinous contractions. 


Although the general mode of treatment has 
been in a great degree particularly explained in 
different parts of the ofiginal work, and will 
be {till more enlarged on, it is abſolutely im- 
poſſible to deſcend to every minutiæ, without 
becoming too tedious and deſultory ; ſome un- 
foreſeen ſymptoms will occur zn all caſes (after 
every poſſible deſcription) to juſtify diſcretional 
variations, and render ſuch alterations unavoid- 


able as the predominant appearances may re- 
quire. 


Few perforations are made by ſubſtances of 
the above deſcription but what conſtitute 
lameneſs in a greater or leſs degree, either of 
long or bort duration: the examination cannot 


be made too ſoon, or the cauſe (if retained) too 
expeditiouſly extracted. 


If the injury ſuſtained be merely ſuperficial, 
not penetrating enough to indicate conſequences 
of the kinds before mentioned, the readieſt. 


mild 
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mild aſtringents become immediately appli- 
cable, to cloſe the mouths of the lacerated 
veſlels, and harden the ſurface, Of this claſs 
none can be better adapted than two tea ſpoon- 
fuls of Goulard's Extract of Saturn, with a 
large table ſpoonful of brandy ; or, in want of 
the former, equal parts of vinegar and brandy 
will become an uſeful ſubſtitute. Two or three 
gentle bathings with ether compoſition will in 
all light caſes generally effect the purpoſe, and 
prevent farther inconvenience. 


On the contrary, ſhould appearances not 
ſubmit to theſe applications, but by ſwelling, 
conſtantly increaſing pain, tenſion, and inflam- 
mation, threaten maturation, it will not ad- 
mit of a doubt but the tendon has been in 
ſome degree punctured or lacerated; the liga- 
mentary parts forming the union at the articu- 
lation of the joints injured, or a retention of 
extraneous matter has taken place from the 
orifice of the original wound. 


In all, or either of theſe, the great hope of 
expeditious relief muſt depend ſolely upon the 
proper and conſiſtent mode of treatment that is 


Immediately adopted to promote ſuppuration ; 
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the general error has been productive of in- 
conceivable miſchief. It has been the eſta- 
bliſhed cuſtom to form a combination of the 
ſtrongeſt ſtimulants human inveution could 
deviſe, without a ſingle reflection upon (or one 
moment reverting to) the TIME inevitably ne- 
ceſſary for the extravaſated contents to become 
mature for their diſcharge by a critical effort 
of nature, 


It has been the univerſal and long ſtanding 
practice in all tumours or inflammatory ſwell- 
| ings threatening a formation of matter, to rely 
entirely upon the effect of poultices (compoſed 
of the moſt powerful ingredients) calculated to 
{ſtimulate the parts and excite early digeſtion. 
However judicious and approved this practice 
may have been, it will admit of ſome improve- 
ment, and even that juſtified by reaſon and ex- 
perience; conſtantly obſerving (from the quan- 
tity of hair upon many horſes, in addition to 
the thickneſs of the ſkin) how difficult it muſt 
be for the penetrative power of the poultice to 
come into immediate contact with the offending 
and indigeſted matter, as well as the long time 
neceſſary to obtain a diſcharge by-/uch means 
alone, J in almoſt every caſe of tumours, or 

inflammatory 
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inflammatory ſwellings, adopt the uſe of very 
warm fomentations, for a conſiderable length 
of time preceding the application of each poul- 
tice (which ſhould be renewed night and morn- 
ing, ) and am perfectiy convinced of the advan- 
tages gained by the practice. No profeſſional 
animadverſion is required to elucidate or juſtify 
this aſſertion ; the deſcribed ſtate of the parts, 
and correſponding property of the application, 
ſufficiently demonſtrate the certainty of ſucceſs 
dependent upon the execution: for the good 
effect of ſuch mode of treatment is not only 
evident in an early relaxation of the integu- 
ment and porous ſyſtem, but in a gradual com- 
munication to the ſeat of inflammation, being 
indubitably calculated to promote, mot power- 
fully, a ſpeedy and plentiful evacuation. 'M 


During a perſeverance in this practice, it 
will be found no uncommon circumſtance in 
ſuch formations (more particularly in large in- 
flammatory tumours), for Nature to make her 
efforts in two or three diſtin places at the 
ſame time, where oozings may be perceived 
from the different apertures; it will now be 
proper that every attention is paid to the nature 
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of the diſcharge, to aſcertain the ſtate of ma- 
turation, whether it is partial or univerſal: if 
the ſuppuration is perfect, and evidently ready 
for evacuation, let a ſuperficial inciſion be 
made in length, adapted to the ſize of the tu- 
mour, and that at the loweſt or moſt depend- 
ing orifice (or ſituation of the part) that the diſ- 
Charge may become the more ſpontaneous, and 

impeded by no obſtruction. But ſuch operation 
ſhould by no means (as 1s very frequently the 
caſe) be attempted till the part is properly pre- 
pared, and in need of aſſiſtance: over offici- 
ouſneſs and eager impatience in counteracting 
or anticipating the indications of Nature, are 
often productive of thoſe very diſquietudes it is 
our intereſt to prevent, 


Should the diſcharge conſiſt of a bloody 
ichor, or a kind of watery indigeſted ſanies, the 
maturation may be deemed partial, and ex- 
ceedingly unfavourable. The ſwelling in ſuch 
cale is generally hard in one place and pliable 
in another, the wound (or different apertures, 
as it may be) diſplaying a fiſtulous appearance 
that threatens more conſequence and inconve- 


nience than a caſe of unzver/al ſuppuration. 
Theſe 
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Theſe appearances will require an increaſed 
perſeverance in the repeated uſe of fomentation 
and poultice, adding more heat to the former, 
and emollients to the latter, continuing each 
twice a day without remiſſion. Increaſe the 
circulation and invigorate the ſyſtem by ar 
ounce of bark in powder (given in gruel), or 4 
pectoral cordial ball every morning, and correct 
the acrimony in the blood and juices by one of 
the alterative powders in the feed of corn every 
evening: theſe attentions will generally effect 
a ſalutary change in the conſtitution, and pro- 
duce a promiſing diſcharge of healthy matter. 


Too much caution cannot be introduced to 
prevent the opening of tumours or ſwellings of 
any kind, before the contents are ſufficiently 
| ſoftened (or ripe) for diſcharge. Such prema- 
ture operation never fails to give a rigid calloſity 


to the edges of the wound; and they cannot 


unite ſo favourably as when the caſe is more 
judiciouſly conducted, 


Where /inu/es are ſuperficial (as for inſtance, 
from one aperture to another of thoſe before 
deſcribed), and the integument is becoming 
putrid by the corroſive quality of the matter, 
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an immediate ſeparation with the biſtory, or 
dilſecting kmfe and director, is the beſt prac- 
tice, as the divided parts ſoon ſlough off with 
the dreſſings, and make way for ſucceeding 
incarnation. 


Should finuſes lead to remote parts, or fo 
ſurround the joints as to forbid {or render 
dangerous) the uſe of an inſtrument, let them 
be daily ſyringed with tincture of myrrh, ſo 
long as the wound continues foul and unfayour- 
able; when it is thoroughly cleanſed, and 
aſſumes a promiſing aſpe&, let the injection 
be altered to half tincture and half warm wa- 
ter, continuing its uſe at each dreſſing, which 
ſhould be regularly perſeyered in night and 
morning. 1 8 


In wounds of this deſcription, the rapid 
growth of fungous (commonly called proud 
fleſh) is almoſt incredible: this ſhould be care- 
fully attended to in the infancy of its appear- 
ance, and, if at all luxuriant, muſt be repeatedly 
touched in various directions, with the edge of 
a lancet, biſtory, pen-knife, or any other ap- 
plicable inſtrument exceedingly ſharp; then 
dreſſed with a ſubRlantial pledget of the follow- 

ing 
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ing precipitate ointment, covered with the 
warm ſtable digeſtive, and a bandage beſt 
adapted to the part affected: 


Taxx red precipitate, finely powdered, half an 
ounce, yellow baſilicon two ounces, and let 


them be well incorporated upon a marble ſlab 
for uſe, 


When the fungous is entirely ſubdued, and 
the cure nearly completed, this ointment may 
be omitted: but I believe it can be very rarely 
laid aſide with propriety ; for I find in my ge- 
neral practice, it is almoſt impoſſible to relin- 
quiſh it Totally, the excreſcence continuing to 
ſhoot, in many caſes, till the wound is per- 
fettly healed. 


This mode of treatment will alſo be found 
moſt ſtrictly applicable to broken knees of any 
conſiderable conſequence without diſtinction, 
ſome very remarkable caſes of which have fallen 
under my inſ pection, that have had their different 
terminations : of the moſt ſingular was the very 
horſe whoſe © ligamentary lameneſs” in the hip 
joint is deſcribed in the 7hird caſe, that has a 
very ſhort time ſince loſt his life, after being 
totally 
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totally ruined by a broken knee, received upon 
a projecting flint in the road between Henley 
and Wargrave, that, ſeparating the ligamen- 
tary union of articulation at the joint, not only 
produced an immediate hourly increaſing in- 
flammatory and incredible enlargement of the 
whole limb, but a fixed contraction (without 
the power of even reſting the foot on the 
ground), in oppoſition to every attempt to 
relieve, by three of the moſt eminent prac- 
titioners in the centre of the royal ſtuds, when, 
after the faireſt exertions for ſome weeks, he 
was unavoidably doomed to the death it was 
impoſſible to prevent. 


A fecond, much more ſevere in external ap- 
pearance than the foregoing, was a bred mare (got 
by an Arabian, late in pofleffion of Sir T. Rum- 
bold, now of his Royal Highneſs the Prince of 
Wales), the property of the owner of the farcy 
mare (de ſcribed in caſe the ſecond), and was at- 
tended with equal ſucceſs; for although the inte- 
gument and ſoft parts of the knee were entirely 
deſtroyed, as if taken off with an inſtrument 
{by a violent fall upon a very hard gravel road 
in Windſor Foreſt) fo as almoſt to deſtroy every 
expectation of cure, yet by a daily reduction of 
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the /ungous, and ſtrict attention to the con- 
formation of the edges of the wounds, a cicatrix 
was formed and cure completed, bidding defi- 
anceto the eye or touch of the moſt judicious in- 
veſtigator ; which is the more extraordinary, as 
the colour of the mare is a delicate grey. Thiscaſe 
is only quoted to prove the poſſibility of prevent- 
ing theſe accidents from becoming ſo perpetu- 
ally prejudicial, when properly attended to; 
while on the contrary they become irreparable 
injuries, in being left to the courſe of nature; 
for, ſuffered to cicatrize with a prominence 
conſtituting an e/char, they prove an irretrieve- 
able blemiſh, that a very few days proper 
attention (in moſt caſes) would probably pre- 
vent. 


Having gone through every neceſſary in- 
ſtruction that can be poſſibly advanced for the 
treatment and cure of the different kinds of 
lameneſs proceeding from various cauſes, one 
additional remark cannot be too forcibly incul- 
cated, nor too ſtrictly obſerved, It is the great 
advantage to be gained in the progreſs and con- 
firmation of every cure, from the uſe of an 
open table, bay of a barn, or ſuch other proper 
receptacle, in preference to a very abſurd cuſ- 

tom, 
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tom, exceedingly common (but more particu- 
larly in the metropolis, perh ps from the general 
want of room) of confining a horſe by the head, 
labouring under a ſevere and tedious lameneſs, 
in a ftall ſo very narrow, that it is ab/o/utely 
zmpoſſible for him to enjoy one ſingle extended 
motion in a ſtate of nature; his ſituation 1s in 
fact ſo contracted that he is rendered incapable 
of exerting his powers, or knowing his own 
ſtrength. He has no room for the molt trifling 
action but in a compulſive poſition, and can 
move from fide 7o fide only, under every reſtraint 
and diſadvantage, 


To eſtabliſh and render complete the cure of 
infirmities proceeding from relax<d, punctured, 
or lacerated tendons, ligamentary lameneſs, 
thorn wounds, or indeed almoſt any other 
cauſe, liberty, under certain limits, (as before 
deſcribed) ſhould haye equal weight with every 
other conſideration ; and this can be effected 
in no one way fo well as the line of mediocrity 
already pointed out; for in ſuch moderate re- 
ceptacle they not only acquire a perfect know- 
ledge of their own ſtate and ability, but by 
gentle efforts, voluntary motion, and gradual 
vſe, the relaxed or defective parts recover their 

former 
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former tone and elaſticity ; while, on the con- 
trary, by turning invalids out too ſoon to open 
paſture (or with other horſes), after ſevere in- 
juries of this kind, they often forgetting (or 
not conſcious of) their late deficiencies, become 


full of action and play upon obtaining their 


liberty, and are not unfrequently returned to 
the ſtable in a wwor/e fate than at the origin of 
complaint, 


Previous to the concluſion of ſuch comph- 
cated remarks as have been introduced for the 


purport of general information (calculated in 


reſpect to minute particulars, much more for 
the totally aninformed than the very many 
ſportſmen who, poſſeſſing a portion of experi- 
ence, ſtand in need of no inſtruction), it be- 
comes a matter of indiſpenſable neceſſity to add 
a few words upon the great danger (in fact 
cruelty) of adhering cloſely to ſome parts of 
ancient practice, that have no one plea but 
their antiquity, and the invincible obſtinacy of 
their advocates to recommend them, 


Of this claſs none ſtand in a more conſpicu- 


ous or ridiculous point of view than thoſe who, 
I have 
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I have obſerved in the body of the work, per- 
fiſt © in a maxim, never to be obliterated, that 
© old laws, old times, and old books, are beſt.” 
Among theſe, none are more deſtructive in 
their perſeverance than thoſe who, in op- 
poſition to every judicious opinion, every en- 
lightened refinement and experimental con- 
viction of the certain danger (and often fatal 
conſequence) continue to give COLD WATER), 
during the proceſs of PURGING MEDICINES, 
under the contemptible afſertion and pretended 
belief, that it adds to the eafeand certarnty of 
the operation. 


That this is a deceptive cuſtom, ſhamefully 
perſevered in by numbers of the illiterate and 
confident, without the knowledge, and againſt 
the decided opinion of their employers, is a 
fact too notorious with me to admit of contra- 
diction ; and one of thoſe, upon the ill effects 
of which has been founded objections to phy/ic, 
though in many inſtances the danger has been 
attributed to more remote cauſes, and the truth 
(from fatal conſequences) has never been aſcer- 
tained. 

' 3 | Caſes 


(' 03), ) 
Caſes of this kind have occurred, within my 
den knowledge, where the cauſe has been 
confeſled, when the effect was unerringly per- 
ceptible; both the pores and the inteſtines 
(already preternaturally relaxed by the admini- 
ſtration of medicine, additional clothing, and 
ſurrounding warmth) ſuffer ſudden collapſion, 
by the HHylic power of the Higid element pro- 
ducing an almoſt inſtantaneous obſtruction to 
every ſecretion ; the perſpirative matter thus 
obſtructed, is directly fixed in the extremities, 
conſtituting rheumatic pains, that frequently 
terminate in pay; or its effects upon the ſto- 
mach and inteſtines, then in the higheſt ſtate 
of irritability, are found to produce the moſt ex- 
cruciating cholic, ſpaſms, convulſions, inflam- 
mation, or mortification, that in either caſe 
generally ends in death; though lingering in- 
ſtances are frequently ſeen, where eight, ten, 


or twelve days of dreadful anxiety precede the 
tetmination. | 


| Theſe remarks upon fo critical a ſubject are 
introduced to point out the certain danger, and 
to ſuppreſs, if poſſible, ſo abſurd, ſo incon- 
ſiderate, and contemptible, a practice, that, it is 


natural 
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natural to conclude, can be continued but from 
a motive of inherent obſtinacy, determined not 
to be convinced, amidſt all its dreadful conſe- 
quence. I am, however, moſt earneſtly in- 
duced to hope, from an anxious and unalter- 
able defire to improve the ſubje& and reform 
the practice, that the ancient adage of * Better 
© late than never, and due reflection, will be 
productive of a gradual reformation, parti- 
cularly when it is now univerſally known, and 
acknowledged by every impartial obſerver, that 
the inſtructions in the former part of the Di- 
rectory, for management in Pavs1c, have 
undergone the ordeal of public inveſtigation, 
and been honoured with general approbation: 


THE 
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T H E 
DISEASE IN THE CANINE SPECIES; 


CALLED 


THE DISTEMPER. 


THERE can be no doubt but the inferio- 
rity of this ſubject, to the magnitude of 
the former, will prove matter of obſerva- 
tion to thoſe whoſe principal inquiries are 
directed more to the diſcovery of defects, 
than the applauſe of perfections. Theſe few 
will, however, bear no proportion to the large 
body of liberal minded /port/men to whom 
it is principally addreſſed, and for whoſe uſe 
it is almoſt ſolely communicated. Nor would 
it even not have been obtruded, upon public 
opinion, but at the particular requeſt of gen- 
tlemen who, having profited by the inſtruc- 
tions, were anxious for the promotion of 
general utility, 
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natural to conclude, can be continued but from 
a motive of inherent obſtinacy, determined not 
to be convinced, amidſt all its dreadful conſe- 
quence, I am, however, moſt - earneſtly in- 
duced to hope, from an anxious and unalter- 
able defire to improve the ſubject and reform 
the practice, that the ancient adage of Better 
© late than never, and due reflection, will be 
productive of a gradual reformation, parti- 
cularly when it is now univerſally known, and 
acknowledged by every impartial obſerver, that 
the inſtructions in the former part of the Di- 
rectory, for management in Pavys1c, have 
undergone the ordeal of public inveſtigation, 
and been honoured with general approbation: 


THE 
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THE 
DISEASE IN THE CANINE SPECIES, 


CALLED 
THE DISTEMPER. 


THERE can be no doubt but the inferio- 
rity of this ſubject, to the magnitude of 
the former, will prove matter of obſerva- 
tion to thoſe whoſe principal inquiries are 
directed more to the diſcovery of defects, 
than the applauſe of perfections. Theſe few 
will, however, bear no proportion to the large 
body of liberal minded /port/men to whom 
it is principally addreſſed, and for whoſe uſe 
it is almoſt ſolely communicated. Nor would 
it even nom have been obtruded, upon public 
opinion, but at the particular requeſt of gen- 
tlemen who, having profited by the inſtruc- 
tions, were anxious for the promotion of 
general utility, 


It 
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It may, with the ſtricteſt juſtice, be per- 
mitted to boaſt ſome degree of affinity, to the 
ſubject ſo largely treated on, when it is con- 
ſidered how very common an appendage one 
animal is to the other; ſo much ſo, that in field 
ſports their ſafety and perfections ſeem not 
only to go hand in hand, but it is difficult 
(out of the metropolis) to find the poſſeſſor 
of a horſe, or horſes, that thinks himſelf at all 
equipped without hounds, greyhounds, point- 
ers, ſpaniels, or terriers in his train alſo, 


Under the influence of this obſervation, I 
can poſſeſs no fear of its favourable reception 
among thoſe who fairly inveſtigate the ra- 
tionality of medical innovation, or condeſcend 
to court and patronize experimental improve- 
ment; preſuming upon the numerous and 
flattering plaudits beſtowed upon my former 
publications, I can heſitate but little in ſub- 
mitting to inſpection the obſervations I have 
made upon a diſeaſe, whoſe annual deſtruction 
is generally known, in every part of the king- 
dom, with no other deſcription or definition 
in origin, cauſe, or effect, than * THE Dis- 
TEMPER ;“ of which having endeavoured for 
fome years to form an opinion with ſuch ac- 

curacy, 


„ 

curacy, as predominant ſymptoms and ap- 
pearances would permit, I ſhall tranſmit them, 
with the mode of treatment that has hitherto 
(particularly under my own execution) proved 
ſucceſsful, without a /ingle laßs, to juſtify a. 
doubt of the practice when properly perſe- 
vered in, 


It is now near twenty years ſince I com- 
menced my obſervations upon the nature and 
indications of the diſeaſe in queſtion, and 
found, by my inquiries from others, and my 
own occaſional remarks, the remedies gene- 
rally adopted and eſteemed 7nfall:ble ſpecifics, 
were calculated ſo little to counteract or re- 
move the predominant ſymptoms of diſtreſs 
in the anima], that it produced no ſurpriſe, 
not more than one in twenty ſhould recover 
when attacked with the uſual ſeverity. 


In my endeavours to form ſome rational 
idea of the origin or cauſe of complaint, I 
could furniſh from others not the leaſt aſſiſt- 
ance; all the information I could collect, 
even from the moſt confident and ſelf-ſuf- 
ficient) was, that the diſorder was in Me 
bead, and a green (or ſeton) in the poll in 
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the manner of an iſſue, was the only remedy 
to be relied on. Of this general conciſe ex- 
planation and cure I fo far availed myſelf, as not 
to omit the inſpection of a ſingle ſubject in 
my own neighbourhood, where the received 
opinion might be juſtified or diſproved by the 
event. And I muſt candidly declare, after 
months of the ſtricteſt attention, I never could 
perceive a greater proportion than one in ten 
recover. from the ſuppoſed effect of this in- 
fallible green or ſeton ; and therefore we may 
very fairly infer, thoſe that recover under this 
practice, derive their cure much more from 
the aſſiſtance and efforts of Nature, than the 
effect of ſo uncertain and inapplicable a re- 
medy. 


Finding ſo little ſatisfaction or truth in this 
part of the general opinion, I' became more 


anxious to diſcover how far * the bead,” as 


before mentioned, was the feat of diſeaſe; 
but, after every minute attention, and inceſſant 
obſervation (even with my own pointers and 
ſpaniels in ſucceſſion), I could difcover no 
one trait of conſequence, to juſtify the idea, 
nearer than a tumefaction of the glandular 
parts on each fide the throat, which, in a 

orcater 
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greater or leſs degree, affected the different 


ſubjects according to the mildneſs or malig- 
nity of diſeaſe, 


Previous to the more particular deſcription 
of prevalent ſymptoms in the animals' labour- 
ing under the complaint, a few general obſer- 
vations may be introduced without the leaſt 
digreſſion. I plainly perceived the diſeaſe to 
be much more epidemic than inſectious, and 
that the time of attack varied in th ediffe rent 
kinds; but that the ratios of nineteen in 
twenty were affected before they were tuelve- 
months old, J obſerved hounds, greyhounds, 
pointers, and the larger dogs, were uſually at- 
tacked between eight months old and twelve; 
while ſpaniels, terriers, and the ſmaller kinds, 
ſuffered between four months and nine. I 
alſo remarked the females were in general 
much leſs afflicted than the males, many 
eſcaping entirely, and thoſe that did not, were 
neither ſo ſeverely affected, nor for fo great a 
duration. 


Having. about the exact time of forming 
my predetermined chain of obſervations, young 


pointers and ſpaniels in my poſſeſſion, upon 
9 whoſe 


1 
whoſe breed I had every reaſon to fix con- 
ſiderable eſtimation, they not only ſoon gave 
me opportunity to become exceedingly ac- 
curate in my remarks, but to adopt ſuch re- 
medies as I ſhould find moſt applicable (in 
my opinion) to the ſymptoms of diſcaſe, 


Of theſe a pointer, of nearly eight months 
old, was the firſt attacked. The earlieſt ſymp- 
toms of diſeaſe were dulneſs, loathing of food, 
frequent ſickneſs, and conſtant vomitings: theſe 
producing in a few days great depreſſion and 
laſſitude, were ſoon followed by perpetual 
huſkineſs in the throat, and difficulty of reſpi- 
ration ; the noſe remarkably dry, and mouth 
exceedingly hot, with occaſional ſtrainings to 
evacuate by ſtool without diſcharge. 


Not having been able to reconcile to my- 
ſelf the leaſt proſpect of ſucceſs from the uſual 
operation of burning a green in the poll 
with a red bot iron, under an idea of the 
complaints being in the head, and having 

from hourly attention, as well as the moſt ac- 
curate obſervation, every reaſon to believe 
the diſeaſe particularly affected the 7hroar, 


Nomach, and inteſiines, it was natural I ſhould 
advert 


1 


advert to ſuch remedies as were more im- 
mediately adapted to thoſe parts. My firſt 
intent was to promote evacuation, under a 
perfect conviction there muſt be a very violent 
obſtruction in the ſtomach or ſome part of the 
inteſtines; to remove which, I prepared a 
ſmall ball with a ſcruple of jalap, four grains 
of calomel, and two of ginger ; forming it into 
a proper conſiſtence with conſerve of hips, then 
covering it with a ſmall portion of freſh butter 
to facilitate its paſſage, gave it in that form ; 
where it remained no longer than during its 
ſolution in the ſtomach, almoſt inſtantly re- 
turning in a ſtate of liquefaction, entirely un- 
accompanied by any other ſubſtance what- 
ever: this I repeated five or fix times, in leſs 
than three days, with no better ſucceſs, 


As the diſeaſe advanced in reſpect to tine, 
the general ſymptoms became more violent ; 
the animal, from the firſt attack, having never 
taken any food but warm milk (and that in 
the moſt trifling quantities), was incredibly 
emaciated; there was a very great contrac- 
tion and hollowneſs of the flank, occaſioned 
by a perceptible ſtricture of the muſcles, that, 
producing an hourly encreafing weakneſs of 
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the loins, ſeemed to indicate the approach of 
inevitable diſſolution ; the hinder parts had 
abſolutely declined, and could u longer per- 
form their office; when lifted up he could not 
ſtand without ſupport, his hind legs ſinking 
under him; and by the frequent twitchings 
and convulſive ſpaſms, he ſeemed encounter- 
ing the agonies of immediate death. 


No refinement of thought, no ſublimity of 
expreſſion, is neceſſary to convey a deſcription of 
the preſent dilemma. Every ſportſman, whoſe 
mind is embelliſhed by the nicer ſenſations, and 
whoſe heart is inſtinctively open to alleviate 
the ſufferings of theſe partners of, and con- 
tributors to, our pleaſures, theſe nocturnal pro- 
tectors of our property; as well as the many 
{though no ſportſmen) who have their favour- 
ites of the different ſpecies, and are no 
ſtrangers to their attachments, fidelity, and gra- 
zitude, have, no doubt, ſometime or other, ſtood 
in a ſimilar predicament. 


Convinced by the ſtate of the extended 
ſubject, nothing could be expected but death, 
any rational experiment, that could be put 
into immediate practice, was perfectly juſti- 
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fiable to promote a further inveſtigation of the 
cauſe, or very flender and improbable chance 
of the mitigation or cure of diſeaſe. Almoſt 
hopeleſs of even time ſufficient to adminiſter 
the medicine, I prepared a ball, containing 
three grains of emetic tartar, and ten of jalap, 
forming the maſs and paſſing it as before. I 
alſo incorporated one ounce of the ſpirit of 
hartſhorn (by frequent ſhaking) with a quar- 
ter of a pint of olive oil, and bathed all the 
affected parts of the throat, ſo as to leave the 
hair underneath the neck plentifully charged 
with the compoſition. 


For rather more than half an hour, during 
the ſolution of the ball, and its conſequent 
effect upon the ſtomach, the ſubject ſeemed 
to undergo the molt painful ſenſations; agita- 
ting vibrations (or tremblings) of the whole 
frame were very frequent; his eyes, nearly 
cloſed, ſeemed totally fixed, and the foam iſſu- 
ing from both fides of his mouth (as he lay 
extended at his utmoſt length), left not the 
leaſt expeRation of ever ſeeing him even once 
more upon his legs; when ſuddenly rifing 
(after repeated efforts) a perfect frame or 
ſkeleton, and reeling three or four feet from 


the 
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the carpet he was laid on, threw up (with 
very little exertion or ſtraining) near half a 
pint of viſcid limpid coagulum, fo tenacious 
and adheſive that there was not the leaſt poſ- 
ſibility of partial ſeparation, After this emo- 
tion he could not return to the ſpot he had 
ariſen from without aſſiſtance; to which, being 
carried and laid down, he appeared ſomewhat 
more at eaſe, 


Still convinced no ſatisfactory termination 
could be obtained, or even expected, without 
farther exertions, and not entertaining the leaſt 
doubt, by ſymptoms before deſcribed, but the 
inteſtines were equally the ſeat of diſeaſe, and 
principally concerned in the origin of com- 
plaint, without the power of reaching that 
cauſe by any other means, I was determined 
to perſevere in my experiments, and proceeded 
accordingly in the following preparation : 


Strong decoction of rue, half a pint ; 
Lenitive electuary, and 
Common falt, of each a quarter of an ounce ; 
Olive oil, two table-ſpoonfuls. | 


Theſe 
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Theſe being properly mixed were adminiſtered 
as a glyſter, of warmth ſufficient to ſtimulate 
the internal parts to action. 


This was however expelled almoſt inſtantly 
upon its injection with great rapidity, as hav- 
ing met ſome obſtacle in its courſe through 
the inteſtine, which ſerved only to excite an 
unremitting perſeverance to obtain relief; par- 
ticularly as J had ſufficient reaſon to believe, 
by every look and endeavouring action of the 
animal, that he had already found ſome de- 
gree of mitigation by the evacuation from his 
ſtomach and the relaxation of the inteſtine. 
The glyſter was repeated in two hours, with 
an almoſt immediate ejection, producing no 
other advantage than additional alleviation of 
predominant ſymptoms ; the ſubject became 
evidently more at eaſe, diſplaying in his looks 
certain marks of relief ; the ſtricture upon the 
abdominal. muſcles was conſiderably reduced, 
and I had little doubt but the ſtate of the 
ſtomach and inteſtines were in ſome degree 
altered by the falutary diſcharge from the 
former, as well as the good effect and warmth 
of the internal fomentation upon the other. 
| 5 | Appearances 


BE 
Appearances ſo highly gratifying (and thoſe 
produced in a few hours by experiments new 
and uncertain) afforded me the beſt encou- 
ragement to exert every endeavour that could 
tend to crown the event with ſucceſs. In 
about an hour after the laſt operation, a plate 
of bread and milk was offered, boiled well 
together ; ſupporting the head and fore parts 
from the ground as he lay, in hopes he might 
be able to take a ſmall portion of nutriment, 
that would aſſiſt exhauſted nature and ſupport 
the frame; he however, after giving proof of 
bis inclination ſo to do, failed in the attempt 
from abſolute weakneſs, and was compelled to 
decline it. 


Notwithſtanding this failure, every other 
circumſtance tended to convince me the dog 
wasin ſome degree mending: confirmed, beyond 
a doubt, where the obſtacle lay, and firmly 
perſuaded the foundation of relief was already 
communicated, I, for the firſt time, became 
enlivened with a ray of expectation it might 
be totally removed. To accompliſh this very 
deſirable point, I was determined no time, no 
trouble, on my part, ſhould be omitted, and 
therefore dedicated the /o/lowring night to a 
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verification of that excellent motto and ex- 
citement to induſtry, © Perſevere and conquer.” 
The ſubje& continued to become much leſs diſ- 
quiet, not a ſymptom but appeared leſs violent, 
and heeven dozed without extreme pain. In 
the middle of the night I repeated the glyſter, 
which was then retained a conſiderable time, 
and again diſcharged, as thrown up without 


the leaſt appearance of, or admixture with, 
excrement. 


After this retention and evacuation of the 
injection, he tottered, unſupported to his bed, 
and lay down evidently better. In leſs than 
an hour after this effort and emotion he took, 
with ſome degree of cagerneſs, the bread and 
milk that had been prepared (previouſly 
warmed) ; about eight in the morning I re- 
newed my injection, which, after being re- 
tained for at leaſt ten minutes, came away 
with a large portion of diſcoloured crudities, as 
if brought from the interſtices of the inteſtines 
by the repeated waſhings of the injection.— 
This produced additional and very ftriking 
advantages: he was ſeemingly relieved in all 
reſpects, the ſtricture of the muſcles upon the 
inteſtines, and the contraction of the loins, 


were 


. 
were both evidently better, and the violence 
of every former ſymptom promiſed gradually 
to ſubſide; he ſoon took, and continued to 
take, occaſional ſupplies of the bread and milk 
well boiled, of thin conſiſtence, for the pur- 
pole. 


The glyſters were repeated every four or 
five hours, without remiſſion, with little va- 
riation in advantage and appearance, till ten 
or eleven had been given, their good effects 
being plainly perceptible in every repetition ; 
when, after a ſucceſſion of ſevere trials and 
repeated ſtrainings for many minutes, one en- 
tire maſs was voided, compoſed of every kind 
of extraneous ſubſtance ſuch animal could 
have been ſuppoſed to ſwallow with food 
during its puppyiſm. It clearly conſiſted of 
graſs or hay, wonderfully matted or inter- 
woven with hair, and particles of ſand or 
gravel cemented together ſo exceedingly bard, 
that it might be fairly ſuppoſed to have been 
prepared by art, and paſſed through a mould 
by ſome inſtrument of powerful preſſure. 


This extraordinary expulſion occaſioned no 
ſurpriſe; on the contrary, it removed every 
ſuſpenſe 
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ſuſpenſe—confirmed every ſuſpicion—and left 
no one doubt of the cauſe of complaint or cer- 
tainty of cure. The animal, almoſt from this 
moment, became a new ſubject, demonſtrating 
in every action, his change of ſituation ; not- 
withſtanding which, the operation, in a few 
hours was once more repeated, and in its effect 
brought away ſome looſe remains exactly cor- 
reſponding with the ſubſtances before de- 
ſcribed. From this time he ſuffered no farther 
inconvenience but what was the reſult of 
previous pain, want of nutriment, and bodily 
debilitation: he continued daily to improve 
not only in his renewed eſtabliſhments of 
health, but, the enſuing ſeaſon, in his expected 
qualifications; after which I parted with him, 
for a very valuable conſideration, to a gentle- 
man going to Scotland, who purchaſed him 
with an avowed intent to improve the breed, 
he being perhaps as fine a figure, with e, 
bone, ſpeed, and perfection, as ever entered the 
field. 


To this ſucceeded, in a very ſhort ſpace of 
time, the caſe of a young ſpaniel, in every re- 
ſpe the ſame, but with much leſs ſeverity ; 
the ſymptoms, in fat, were not violent to 

alarm, 
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alarm, and being exceedingly flight, were im- 
mediately counteracted by the ſame means with 
a very flender portion of perſeverance, 


Perfectly ſucceſsful in theſe attempts, and 
gratified in the effect of experiments planned 
only upon my own private opinion and obſer- 
vations, with an intent to inſure (if poſſible) 
the certainty of cauſe and probability of cure, 
it will not be thought extraordinary, I wiſhed 
for, and even courted, opportunities to juſtify, 
or render nugatory, the diſcovery I was fo 
anxious to aſcertain. 


I ſoon found it impoſſible to ſucceed in my 
inveſtigation and purſuit with ſubjects the pro- 
perty of others; there I could only adviſe or 
recommend (without the power of abſolute 
dictation), where, probably, various circum- 
ftances—the pride, indolence, or peculiarities, 
of the parties might prevent the performance 
of either one or the other, 


During my encreaſed defire to proceed in 
ſuch ſpeculative inquiry, a brace of pointer 
puppies were brought me by a geatleman from 
Banbury in Oxfordſhire, of ſo good a breed, 

| and 
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and ſo high in eſtimation, that the fire was 
ſent for from Newport Pagnel in Buckingham- 
ſhire, to the dam at Banbury merely for this 
ſingle act of procreation. Theſe were both 
attacked in their /eventh month and within a 
few days of each other; one being in figure 
—ſhape—marks and promiſing appearance— 
very much like the dog before deſcribed, had 
already (and perhaps from that very reaſon, ) 
become a great favourite; and to is every at- 
tention, every ceremony and operation hitherto 
explained was rigidly performed (as no two 
caſes could be ever more ſtrictly alike), with 
no alteration in form, no variation in effect, 
but exactly correſponding in every particular 
with the caſe firſt recited : the ſymptoms were 
all equally violent, the danger as great, the 
cure as improbable, and the recovery as per- 


fectly complete. 


This caſe occurred in the ſummer of 1781, 
and the dog is now in poſſeſſion of a gentle— 
man at Binfield in Windſor Foreſt, who has 
repeatedly declared he ſhall never change his 
maſter ; and it may not be inapplicable to add, 
he even 70 wpoſſeſſes all the perfections of a 
young dog: and when he was my property, 

F a neighbouring 
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a neighbouring friend repeatedly offered to 
hunt him in the field, and oppoſe his good 
qualities againſt any ſingle pointer in the 
county for a hundred guineas. Thus were 
two of the fineſt dogs in the kingdom pre- 
ſerved by the effect of experiments, that had 


they not been brought into trial could never 
have proved ſucceſsful, 


Whatever might have been my predomi- 
nant wiſh reſpecting the other ſubject of diſ- 
eaſe, profeſſional engagements totally pre- 
cluded every poſſibility of beſtowing the fame 
perlonal attendance upon 49th, had they been 
equally high in my eſtimation : this very want 
of opportunity had nevertheleſs its convenience, 
ſo far as it contributed to eſtabliſh the practice 
J had adopted with ſo much promiſed ſucceſs, 
The uſual ſymptoms continued to increaſe 
with the violence ſo particularly deſcribed in 
the firſt caſe, till the fourteenth day, when 
the flight ſpaſms and twitchings produced 
convullions of ſome duration; from theſe he 
ſometimes continued perfectly free for four or 
five hours, when they returned with increaſ- 
ing ſeverity, but frequent intermiſſion; on the 
eighteenth day they became inceſſant, render- 


ing 
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„ 
ing the ſight truly diſtreſſing, and cloſing 


the ſcene aſter a convulſive fit of near four 
hours without the leaſt deviation or relief. 


From the event of this wna/j;/fed caſe, (as 
well as many others among my ſporting 
friends,) in direct contraſt to thoſe already 
recited, I had a very fair and undoubted plea 
to gratulate myſelf upon a diſcovery that had 
hitherto promiſed every hope of ſucceſs upon 
repetition and juſtly laid claim to the teſt of 
farther trial, when time ſhould afford op- 
portunity for additional demonſtration. 


Such proofs have ſince occurred as leave no 
room to doubt the propriety of the practice, 
firſt in a pointer, ſon of the dog whoſe recovery 
is before mentioned, and now 1n a gentleman's 
poſſeſſion at Binfield, who was attacked when 
about nine months old ; and, though not af- 
fected with the ſeverity of the two pointers 
whoſe caſes have gone beſore, (perhaps in 
conſequence of the remedies being brought 
very early into uſe), yet he ſuffered ſo much 
from the diſeaſe, as to render his recovery for 
ſome days a matter of great uncertainty. The 
mode of treatment ſo particularly explained 
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was punctually adhered to, in both the emetic 
ball and repetition of the glyſters; the effect 
proved equally favourable ; and although the 
evacuations were not critically the ſame, they 
were nearly ſimilar to thoſe in the caſes of 
recovery before deſcribed. This dog proved 
equally valuable in field qualifications with his 
fire; and was diſpoſed of at the requeſt of a 
gentleman of fortune in the neighbourhood, 
to whoſe generoſity I ſtand indebted for in- 
numerable inſtances of his partiality, 


If I had the leaſt reaſon to entertain doubts 
of the ſucceſs of my endeavours, and earneſtly 
wiſhed another caſe to eſtabliſh the point 
beyond ail cauſe of controverſy, ſuch ad- 
ditional proof ſoon occurred, leaving every 
inſtance in favour of the attempt and practice, 


without a fingle counteractioh to juſtify 2 
doubt of its conſiſtency, 


The conſtantly increaſing claims upon pro- 
feſſional attention to objects of greater impor- 
tance having induced a /u/pen/ion of the gun, 
with the ditpofal of my pointers, an inviolable 
(or rather znvincible) attachment to the ſpecies, 
ſoon procured me an epitome of the faſhion, in 

a brace 
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a brace of terriers; and ſuch being obtained in 
preference from a palace (rather than the cot- 
tage), were equally remarkable for their breed 
and beauty, ſoon becoming, as pornters had 
been, objects of adequate attention. Of thefe 
the male was attacked under ſix months old, 
in every reſpect as all the others that had been 
ſubjects of my obſervation, and with ſo much 
continued ſeverity, and increaſing violence of 
ſymptoms, that 1 did not entertain either ex- 
pectation or idea of his recovery. The ſame 
plan of operation was purſued as with all the 
reſt, varying the proportions only to age, ſize, 
and ſtrength (by reducing the compoſition of 
the ball to two grains of emetic tartar, and 
eight of jalap, and the glyſters to half the 
quantity given to larger dogs), till his recovery 
was aſcertained to a certainty, and he is now 
in my poſſeſſion, with the female, that has 
never been at all attacked, at leaſt to become 
perceptible, This was the % ſucceſsful trial 
upon animals under my own inſpection, and 
not to be controverted by the pique or preju- 
dice of thoſe who may conceive the matter too 
trifling for the preſs, or the ſpecies too infigni- 
cant ſor the proceſs, 


Having 
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Having however (ſpeaking from experi- 
mental ſenſations) every reaſon to believe there 
arc of all claſſes great numbers who would moſt 
readily encounter not only fatigue, but diffi- 
culty and expenſe, to extricate from diſeaſe 
and threatening death favourites of this ſpecies, 
It is from the flattering hope of their plaudits, 
that I have gone entirely out of the line of 
literary ambition, and deſcended to the deſcrip- 
tive minutiæ of a ſubje& that may, from the 
more SUBLIME and DIGNIFIED practitioner, 
undergo every poſſible accuſation of proſeſ- 
tional degradation, from which I court 2 e- 
culpation, ſolicit no acquittal, make no appeal, 
but to the more deciſive and honourable opinion 
of the ſporting world in general, to whoſe en- 
couraging partiality it is ſolely addreſſed, and 
to whoſe conſideration and particular uſe it is 
moſt reſpectfully ſubmitted. 

F 
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T his Day is publiſhed, 


Price Six Shillings in Boards, 
(With a PORTRAIT of the AUTHOR, by WALKER) 
The NINTH EDITION, 


Enlarged, improved, and correCted, of 


THE GENTLEMAN's STABLE DIRECTORY; 
Or, MODERN SYSTEM of FARRIERY, 
Comprehending every uſeful Inſtruction in Sickneſs or in 
Health ; Diſeaſes are traced to their Origin, and the Cauſes 
explained; with general Directions for Buying and Selling, 

Feeding, Bleeding, Purging, and getting into Condition. 
'To which are now added, 
Inſtructions for the proper Treatment of Draught Horſes, 
By W. TAPLIN, Surgeon. 


Printed for G. KEARSLEY, No. 46, Flret-Street. 
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GENUINE AND UNIVERSALLY APPROVED 


HORSE MEDICINES, 


PREPARED AT 


| THE MEDICAL DISPENSARY 
' ve F 
THE AUTHOR; 
THE PUBLISHER, NO. 40, FLEET-STREET, 


LON DON, 


They may allo be had of 


IT'S, 5 


ivlr. Raikes, in Glouceſter; Mr. Baddi/on, Newmarket; Mr. 
Hodjen, Cambridge; Mr. Blanchard, York; Mr, Browne, 
Hull; Mr. Pyrze, Grafton-itrect, Dublin; Mr, Trew- 
man, Exeter: Meilrs. Taringdon and Hacun, Norwich; 
Mr. Binn, Leeds; Mr. Her:/ted „ Surgeon, Market llfey; 
Mr. Collins, Saliſbury ; Mr. nn, Briſtol; Mr. Swwin- 
ey, Birmingham ; Mr. Newcomb, Stamford; Mr. Briſ- 

| tov, Canterbury,; Mr. Shawe, Ipſwich; Mr. Gade Bury; 
"ks Drury, Lincoln; Meſſrs. Goadby and Co. Sherborne ; 
Mrs. Smart and Co. Reading: Mr. B/akeney, Windſor ; 
Mr. Adams, Loughborough; Mr. Cuum, Guildford ; Mr. 
Burnham, Northampton: Mr. Tamas, Reading: Mr. Far- 
| 5b, Mancheſter; Mr. Marfall, Lynn; Mr. Payn, Saffron 
Walden; Mr. /g, Shrewtbury; Mr. Holl, Worceſter; 
Mr. Newbury, Benſon; Mr. King, Winilow; Mr. Clickse, 
Chelmsford; Mr. Nicholſon, Wiſbeach ; Billinge and Co. Li- 


| verpool; Mr. Newbury, Benſon; and one Agent i in moſt Cities 


and Towns, ſo ſoon as an Arrangement of ſuch Extent can 
be properly formed, 


| Mild Puroing Bails, = - - 15. 6d. cach, 
Stronger Ditto, 5 - . 25, 
Mild Mercurial "urging Balls, 133 28. 
Stronger ditto, 5 
Cordial Rhubarb purging Balls, U 25, 6d. 
Purging Balls for Worms, 4 5 


(+98. -) 


Mild Diuretic Balls for Cracks, Scratches, 
Surfeit, Hidebound, or * * per dozen, 
Homours, — 

Stronger ditto, for perceptible Foulneſs, De- 
fects of the Eyes, a Legs 8s, 
and Greaſe, 4 2 

Pectoral Cordial Balls, for recent Colds or 
Coughs, and to be given after ſevere þ 8s. 

Chaſes and long Journies, = 
PeQoral Detergent Balls for Obſtinate 
* Coughs, or Aſthmatic and Thick þ 95. 
Winded Horſes, - - | 


Fever Balls, - - - © 15. 6d. each. 
Balls for Looſeneſs or Scouring, - 15. 6d. 
Balls for the Flatulent Cholic, or Fret, - 2s. 


Ditto for the Inflammatory Cholic, or Gripes, 28. 
Ditto for the Rs, or Suppreſſion of 


Urine, _ # 1 18. Gd. 
Bliſtering Ointment for Lumen Spavins, 
Splents, or C urbs, 4 8 38. per pot. 


Embrocation for Lamenels or Strains, - 2s. 6d. per bottle, 
Alterative Powders for Cracks, « Scratches, 
Surſeit, Ilidebound, Mange, or 4s. per dozen. 
Greaſe, *' = - 5 2 0 


N. B. The above Medicines are ſo particularly prepared, 
and carefully encloſed, that they retain their properties for any 
length of time; and the Cordial Pecloral, Fever, and Balls for 
Scouring, Gripcs, or Fret, may be diſſolved in Ale or Gruel, and | 
given as a drink, if thought more applicable or convenient. 


